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Global environmental changes, including climate change, are intricately linked to 
other social, political and economic crises, from poverty and inequality to social 
discontent. The consequences of these interacting changes are rapidly unfolding 
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knowledge is indispensable for understanding the causes and consequences of 
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colleagues from other fields of science, and with the users of research to deliver 
solutions-oriented knowledge on today’s most pressing environmental problems. It 
calls for a transformative social science that is: 

•	� bolder in reframing and reinterpreting global environmental change as a social 
problem;
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•	� bigger in terms of having more social scientists to focus on global 
environmental change; and

•	� different in the way it thinks about and does research that helps meet the 
vexing sustainability challenges faced today.
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